UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

CHAIRMAN

May 4, 2004

The Honorable Jim Jeffords
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Jeffords:

| am responding on behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to your
letter of March 31, 2004, concerning the request by Entergy Nuclear Vermont Yankee, LLC,
and Entergy Nuclear Operations, Inc. (Entergy), to amend the Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power
Station license to increase the power level of the facility. You had written in response to NRC's
Executive Director for Operations’ letter dated March 29, 2004, which indicated that the NRC
would hold a public meeting in the vicinity of Vermont Yankee to answer the public’s questions
regarding the proposed power uprate. The March 29th letter was not intended to address the
request from the Vermont Public Service Board to conduct an independent engineering
assessment. | apologize for any confusion that letter may have caused.

On May 4, 2004, | sent a letter to the Vermont Public Service Board explaining the
NRC's approach in response to their request for an independent engineering assessment.
| enclose a copy of that letter for your information. The NRC plans to use an improved
engineering inspection at Vermont Yankee, as described in the enclosed letter. This new
engineering inspection will consider information from the Vermont Yankee power uprate
submittal and operating experience from other plants to thoroughly assess the capabilities of
critical safety systems at both current and proposed uprate levels. This inspection approach
will enhance our already thorough review of the proposed power uprate at Vermont Yankee.

The NRC takes its responsibility of ensuring the public's safety very seriously and
considers an extended power uprate to be a significant licensing action. The NRC staff has
concluded that the detailed technical review, combined with the inspections prescribed by the
reactor oversight process, as enhanced by an engineering inspection, is the most effective
method of forming its decision on whether Vermont Yankee can safely operate under uprated
power conditions.

Sincerely,
IRA/
Nils J. Diaz

Enclosure:
Letter to Vermont Public Service Board



UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

CHAIRMAN

May 4, 2004

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Leahy:
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The NRC takes itS nS|b|I|ty of ensuring the public’ very seriously and
considers an extended pow prate to be a S|gn|f|cant Ircensrngtlon. The NRC staff has
concluded that the detailed technl*e bln d he inspections prescribed by the
reactor oversight process, as enhan e |n inspection, is the most effective
method of forming its decision on whether Vermont Yankee can safely operate under uprated
power conditions.

Sincerely,
IRA/
Nils J. Diaz

Enclosure:
Letter to Vermont Public Service Board



UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

CHAIRMAN

May 4, 2004

The Honorable Bernard Sanders
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Sanders:

| am responding on behalf IPf Q
letter of March 31, 2004, conce r%t equest by En
and Entergy Nuclear Operat c (Entergy), to amend the nt Yankee Nuclear Power
Station license to increaﬁe power level of the facility. You ha \}ﬁen in response to NRC'’s
Executive Director for? ations’ letter dated March 29, 2004, whic icated that the NRC
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would hold a public m 0 |n the vicinity of Vermont Yankee to answe?e public’s questions
regarding the propo@ -,* ate. The March 29th letter r,,.:'f" #@ed to address the

Igtory Commission (NRC) to your
clear Vermont Yankee, LLC,

\\a‘ A o
M

engineering inspecgan will€ l e Vernjiglranke er uprate
submittal and oper expedRE g N1

request from the Vgppont Puiy -‘{. ce Board to conduc .-/,-av' pendeht engineering
assessment. Iapp| ize for anyRERIUNON thageiter mAy ,;f’ aused. 0
f§.' 3y .’ﬁ:
« »//
On May 4%04 | sent \"" &2 1 the }{e mant Py ESSS vice BoaronIalnlng the
rﬁ LAA AN . :,,’q
| enclose a copy at Ie ‘j' )/’;/'r Ane=iilata rrr;-‘a“"'.‘\\\\'{?':'l J1d use Bmproved
engineering inspatin at ‘:{,; 3 RO thg _.f_w.. ed |dmwr. This new
i )

t both p‘ﬂa, Ul an it ection approach

L UPToHelRls. Thi
will enhance our alrea()rorough re “4//“\\\ ersupra\t% Vermont Yankee.

()
i i |i
I \\\ ! s
”,, LB 10/ ly asse e capabilities of
critical safety syste it

The NRC takes itS nS|b|I|ty of ensuring the public’ very seriously and
considers an extended pow prate to be a S|gn|f|cant Ircensrngtlon. The NRC staff has
concluded that the detailed technl*e bln d he inspections prescribed by the
reactor oversight process, as enhan e |n inspection, is the most effective
method of forming its decision on whether Vermont Yankee can safely operate under uprated
power conditions.

Sincerely,
IRA/
Nils J. Diaz

Enclosure:
Letter to Vermont Public Service Board



